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After	the	wildly	successful	launch	of	Firefox	4	not	all	that	long	ago,	it’s	hard	to	believe	the	next	iteration	of	Mozilla’s	popular	and	free	open	source	browser	is	already	here.	Sure	enough,	though,	Firefox	5	was	officially	released	on	Tuesday	complete	with	a	raft	of	new	features	that	promise	to	give	the	browser	yet	another	boost.	I’ve	been	playing	around
with	Firefox	5	for	some	time	already,	and	though	it’s	not	as	big	an	upgrade	as	Firefox	4	was,	it’s	been	rock	solid–and	fast.	I	wrote	just	last	week	about	a	number	of	the	key	new	features	appearing	in	the	release	candidate.	Now	that	the	final	version	is	here,	however,	there’s	no	more	reason	to	delay.	Here	are	five	good	reasons	you	should	download
Firefox	5	as	soon	as	you	can.	1.	It	Respects	Your	Privacy	Mozilla’s	Do	Not	Track	feature	gives	users	more	control	over	the	way	their	browsing	behavior	is	tracked	and	used	on	the	Web	by	allowing	them	to	tell	the	websites	they	visit	that	they	want	to	opt	out	of	online	behavioral	tracking.	Now,	in	Firefox	5,	Do	Not	Track	is	even	easier	to	find	in	the
Firefox	Preferences	section.	Also	of	note	is	that	Firefox	5	for	Android	includes	the	Do	Not	Track	feature	as	well,	making	Firefox	the	first	browser	to	support	Do	Not	Track	on	multiple	platforms,	Mozilla	says.	2.	It’s	Small	and	Fast	I’ve	been	feeling	like	Firefox	5	is	faster,	and	that	impression	was	recently	confirmed	over	at	Digitzor,	which	ran	it	through	a
bunch	of	benchmarks.	Firefox	actually	blew	away	both	Chrome	and	Opera	on	the	SunSpider	JavaScript	test,	in	particular	(no	other	browsers	were	included),	and	its	cold	start	time	compared	very	well	with	that	of	Google’s	Chrome.	Firefox	5	was	also	notable	for	taking	up	minimal	RAM,	even	with	25	websites	opened.	3.	It	Supports	an	Open	Web	With
improved	standards	support	for	HTML5,	XHR,	MathML,	SMIL	and	canvas,	Firefox	5	is	the	best	browser	choice	for	an	open	Web.	The	new	Firefox	Add-on	SDK	for	Windows,	Mac	and	Linux	enables	local	development	of	add-ons,	meanwhile,	and	the	Firefox	Add-on	Builder	Beta	provides	a	hosted	Web-based	build	environment.	The	new	version	of	the
multiplatform	software	also	adds	support	for	CSS	animations.	4.	It	Sports	1000	Improvements	It’s	actually	more	than	1000	improvements	and	performance	enhancements	that	have	been	included	in	Firefox	5.	They	may	not	all	be	huge,	noticeable	user-interface	changes,	but	they	definitely	make	the	software	better.	The	Android	version	of	Firefox	5,
meanwhile,	includes	a	raft	of	bug	fixes,	improved	page	load	speeds–especially	on	3G	networks–and	added	IPv6	support.	5.	It’s	Secure,	Independent	and	User-Driven	Firefox	is	open	source	software,	which	means	it’s	not	only	developed	with	the	help	of	users,	but	its	security	is	continuously	monitored	and	improved	by	a	global	community	of	users	and
developers.	Mozilla,	meanwhile,	is	an	independent	foundation.	There’s	no	way	a	proprietary	browser	maker	like	Microsoft	—	or	even	a	company	like	Google,	which	has	its	fingers	everywhere	—	can	compete	with	that	independence	and	user	focus.	Firefox	clearly	faces	stiff	competition	from	Google’s	Chrome,	but	further	improvements	are	on	the	way	in
Firefox	6	and	beyond.	You	can	download	it	here	and	see	for	yourself.	No	new	notifications	You’ll	get	updated	when	important	things	are	happening,	and	when	you	engage	with	our	community.	Mozilla	Firefox	(opens	in	new	tab)	was	originally	created	to	be	a	faster,	safer	alternative	to	popular	late-90s	browsers	(opens	in	new	tab),	like	Internet	Explorer.
Today,	Firefox	is	still	revered	for	its	performance	and	privacy.Interested	in	Firefox?	Check	out	the	website	here	(opens	in	new	tab)When	it	comes	to	safety,	the	benefit	is	obvious,	and	with	Firefox,	very	little	data	is	collected	about	you.	Plus,	even	if	a	hacker	makes	their	way	into	your	browser,	Firefox	has	built-in	protection	to	still	keep	you	safe.Mozilla
continually	adds	new	features	to	Firefox	(Image	credit:	Mozilla)FeaturesFirefox	shines	when	it	comes	to	its	security	features,	but	in	terms	of	its	regular	features,	there’s	not	much	that’s	beyond	the	pale.	While	you	won’t	choose	Mozilla	based	on	these,	they’re	certainly	nice	(and	necessary)	to	have	in	a	browser,	and	there	are	one	or	two	extras	you
probably	won’t	find	elsewhere.With	Firefox,	you	can	search	in	the	address	bar,	get	smart	search	suggestions,	and	get	bookmarks,	history,	or	open	tabs	in	your	search	results.	There’s	also	auto-suggest	for	URLs,	and	you	can	tweak	your	search	bar	settings	to	have	more	control	over	your	browsing	experience.Other	features	include	blocking	auto-play	of
audio	and	video	and	viewing	picture-in-picture	pop-out	videos	(opens	in	new	tab)	separate	from	your	browser	window	to	stream	something	while	multitasking.	There’s	also	a	built-in	screenshot	tool,	dark	mode	and	custom	themes,	extensions,	form	autofill,	pinned	tabs,	reader	mode,	and	spell	check.	Lastly,	Firefox	is	available	in	90+	languages,	is
compatible	with	Google	products	(like	Docs	and	Gmail),	and	will	sync	across	all	of	your	devices.Mozilla's	commitment	to	privacy	is	unmatched	in	the	industry	(Image	credit:	Mozilla)PrivacyAccording	to	their	website,	the	browser	“collects	so	little	data	about	you,	we	don’t	even	require	your	email	address	to	download.”	That’s	true	…	kind	of.	Once	you
download	Firefox,	they	do	ask	for	your	email	to	fill	out	your	Account	Settings	though	this	isn't	necessary	to	use	Mozilla's	browser.	Hopefully,	these	other	security	features	will	impress	you	even	after	you’ve	handed	over	a	space	in	your	inbox:Private	browsing	mode:	Automatically	erases	your	online	info	(cookies,	history,	passwords)	from	your	computer
when	you	close	the	browser.Tracking	protection:	Blocks	ads	and	websites	that	try	to	attach	hidden	trackers	to	you	to	collect	your	browsing	info.Ad	blockers:	Not	only	will	trackers	not	know	what	you’re	doing	online,	but	ads	won’t	slow	down	the	loading	of	web	pages,	either.Cryptominer	blocking:	If	a	cryptominer	(opens	in	new	tab)	has	gained	access
to	your	browser,	you	may	notice	that	your	battery	is	running	down	a	lot	faster	than	before	or	your	computer	feels	hot.	Firefox	helps	stop	this	before	it	wreaks	more	havoc.DNS	over	HTTPS	(DoH	(opens	in	new	tab)):	Stops	internet	service	providers	from	selling	your	data.Primary	password:	This	is	how	you	access	your	password	keeper.	You’ll	set
different	primary	passwords	for	different	devices.Firefox	also	has	automatic	updates,	breached	website	alerts,	a	built-in	password	manager	(opens	in	new	tab),	encrypted	data,	fingerprint	blocking	(opens	in	new	tab),	individual	protection	reports	and	third-party	cookie	blocking	(opens	in	new	tab).User	experienceFirefox	is	very	minimalist,	with	a	fresh
white	background	and	easy-to-read,	larger-than-normal	black	text	for	much	of	the	default	font.When	you	open	a	new	tab,	you’ll	see	your	shortcuts	and	a	list	of	top	articles	from	Pocket.	Clicking	the	Settings	gear	on	the	top-right	of	the	page	lets	you	customize	this	page,	too.	You	can	add	more	rows	of	shortcuts,	opt-in	or	out	of	seeing	sponsored	content
and	Recommended	by	Pocket	stories,	and	toggle	on	or	off	your	recent	activity	and	snippets	(which	are	tips	and	news	from	Mozilla/Firefox).The	rest	of	the	browser	settings	are	easy	to	go	through,	too.	There	are	enough	that	you	can	play	with	how	the	browser	behaves	and	looks,	but	not	so	much	that	you	feel	like	you’ll	miss	something	because	you	don’t
want	to	read	through	them	all.Google	is	the	default	search	engine,	which	is	nice,	but	you	can	switch	to	Amazon,	Bing,	eBay	or	Wikipedia	(and	others	you	may	have	installed,	like	DuckDuckGo	(opens	in	new	tab)).Search	results	are	also	delivered	in	a	clean	and	minimal	way	(Image	credit:	Google)There’s	nothing	particularly	special	about	how	search
results	are	displayed,	but	like	we	said	before,	you	go	with	Mozilla	for	a	lean	and	safe	experience,	not	a	feature-packed	one.	Some	may	find	this	perfectly	zen-like.You	can	use	Firefox	on	your	desktop	and	mobile	devices	(Image	credit:	Mozilla)PlatformsFirefox	is	compatible	with	Mac,	Linux	and	Windows	machines,	and	there	are	also	mobile	browsers	for
Android	and	iOS.	You	can	sync	Firefox	–	your	bookmarks,	history	and	tabs	–	on	all	of	your	devices,	so	long	as	you	have	a	Firefox	account.	More	details	about	system	requirements	are	available	here	(opens	in	new	tab).	Mozilla	has	a	comparison	tool	on	its	site	that	allows	you	to	compare	Firefox	to	other	popular	broesers	(Image	credit:	Mozilla)The
competitionIt’s	hard	to	find	some	features	that	Firefox	has	all	in	one	browser,	like	text-to-speech,	reading	mode	and	the	ability	to	block	cryptominers.	Let’s	go	over	the	main	comparisons	between	Firefox	and	other	leading	browsers.When	compared	to	Safari	(opens	in	new	tab),	Firefox’s	standout	features	are	its	in-browser	screenshot	tool	and	the
primary	password	requirement.	When	compared	to	Google	Chrome	(opens	in	new	tab),	Firefox	blocks	third-party	tracking	cookies	and	social	trackers.	(Chrome	doesn’t	have	a	primary	password	option,	either.)	And	according	to	Mozilla,	Firefox	uses	less	RAM	than	Chrome.When	compared	to	Microsoft	Edge	(opens	in	new	tab),	Firefox’s	main
competitive	feature	is	blocking	auto-play.Final	verdictWhile	some	people	have	a	love-hate	relationship	with	Firefox	(or	a	hate-hate	one,	even),	we	can’t	help	but	find	it	endearing.	It’s	the	simplest	browser	around	while	still	being	attractive	–	the	bold	black	font	that’s	a	little	larger	than	the	norm	makes	it	modernly	minimalist,	not	boring	or	plain.	You
feel	like	you’ve	got	a	lot	of	protection	on	your	side	when	you’re	using	it	since	it	goes	overboard	(thankfully)	with	privacy	and	security	features.	And	it	does	just	what	a	browser	should	do:	Find	what	you’re	searching	for	and	react	quickly	when	you	interact	with	it.We've	also	featured	the	best	browser	(opens	in	new	tab)	The	popular	Firefox	browser	from
Mozilla	has	just	past	its	billionth	download.	The	company	expected	the	milestone	to	be	reached	sometime	today.	As	forecast,	Firefox	reached	its	landmark	download	at	15:00	UTC,	at	which	point	the	browser	was	being	downloaded	at	a	rate	of	24	times	per	second.	Those	tracking	the	impending	achievement	could	do	so	via	an	official	Mozilla	site	or	over
on	a	Twitter	account	specifically	set	up	to	keep	tabs	on	how	many	times	the	open	source	browser	has	been	downloaded.	However,	it’s	worth	noting	that	this	benchmark	doesn’t	signify	that	Firefox	has	a	billion	active	users,	just	how	many	times	it	has	been	downloaded	since	its	2004	launch.	Firefox	is	now	at	version	3.5	and	is	one	of	the	fastest
browsers	available,	second	only	to	Google’s	Chrome,	and	despite	3.5’s	recent	release	the	Mozilla	foundation	are	already	looking	forward	on	how	to	improve	the	next	version.	Mozilla	is	set	to	launch	One	Billion	Plus	You	on	Monday,	with	more	details	and	comprehensive	statistics	on	the	accomplishment.	Be	sure	to	share	your	thoughts	and	experiences
with	the	Firefox	browser	in	the	comments.
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